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Newry City AFC Academy Code of Conduct
This agreement sets out the standards of behaviour expected from all players and parents or guardians involved with Newry City AFC Academy. We are committed to creating a safe, respectful, inclusive, and professional environment where every child can thrive and enjoy their football.

By registering with Newry City AFC Academy, all players and their parents or guardians agree to abide by the standards, responsibilities, and expectations outlined in this Code of Conduct.
Code of Conduct for Academy Players
As a player at Newry City AFC Academy, I agree to uphold the highest standards of behaviour on and off the pitch. I understand that I represent the academy at all times and will contribute positively to its environment.

I will:

· Treat all players, coaches, officials, and spectators with respect, kindness, and fairness.

· Never engage in or tolerate bullying of any kind – including verbal, physical, emotional, exclusionary, or online bullying. I will report any behaviour that makes me or others feel unsafe or excluded.

· Avoid negative behaviours such as foul language, intimidation, aggression, or teasing.

· Be punctual, prepared, and committed to training sessions, matches, and academy events. If I cannot attend, I will inform my coach in advance.

· Act with honesty and integrity in everything I do.

· Show good sportsmanship, win or lose.

· Communicate positively and respectfully with teammates, coaches, and staff.

· Support and encourage my teammates, helping to create a positive team spirit.

· Always represent the academy positively in public and online, including on social media.

· Never post or share content that is offensive, harmful, or disrespectful.

· Refrain from any behaviour that may damage the academy’s reputation or the wellbeing of others.

· Report any concerns or behaviour that may put someone at risk to a trusted coach or the academy’s Safeguarding Officer.

· Follow all academy health, safety, and safeguarding guidelines.

· Avoid the use of banned substances including drugs, alcohol, or performance enhancers.

· Balance my schoolwork and football responsibilities.

· Take part in academy-led community and outreach initiatives.

· Follow team rules and listen to the decisions made by coaches, match officials, and academy staff.

· Use mobile phones respectfully. I understand phones are not to be used during training or matches unless permitted by a coach.

· Look after my mental wellbeing and ask for support if I feel stressed, worried, or unwell.

I understand that by signing this document and registering with the academy, I agree to follow all expectations listed above. Breaches of this Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action in line with the academy’s published procedures.

Player’s Name: ____________________________________________________________


Date: _____________________________________________________________________


Signature: _________________________________________________________________


Code of Conduct for Parents and Guardians

As a parent or guardian of a Newry City AFC Academy player, I will help create a positive, safe, and supportive football environment. I understand that my behaviour and communication set the tone for my child’s experience.

I will:

· Support my child’s commitment to the academy and help them follow the Player Code of Conduct.

· Always treat players, coaches, officials, parents, and staff with respect and courtesy.

· Encourage fair play and enjoyment over results.

· Communicate appropriately and constructively with academy staff and volunteers.

· Support the academy’s zero-tolerance approach to bullying, discrimination, and harmful behaviour.
· Promote inclusion and respect for all, regardless of background, gender, ability, or beliefs.

· Raise concerns through the correct channels and not through public or confrontational settings.

· Be a positive role model at matches, refraining from shouting instructions or criticising players, referees, or coaches.

· Ensure my child arrives on time and is properly equipped for matches and training.

· Respect the decisions of officials, coaches, and academy management.

· Understand that any misconduct by myself or my child may result in restrictions being placed on my access to academy activities or events.

· Follow the academy’s safeguarding, health and safety, and complaints procedures.

· Monitor my child’s wellbeing and encourage them to speak to staff if they feel anxious, excluded, or unsafe.

· Help my child maintain a healthy balance between sport, education, and rest.

I understand and accept that by registering my child with the academy, I am agreeing to support and uphold this Code of Conduct and will cooperate with the academy’s safeguarding and disciplinary procedures if needed.

Parent / Guardian Name: _____________________________________________


Date: _____________________________________________________________


Signature: ___________________________________________________________


Safeguarding and Reporting

The academy is fully committed to safeguarding all players. If you are worried about your safety or someone else’s, speak to any trusted adult or contact the designated Child Welfare Officer:

Name: Gerry Keenan
Mobile: 07737184747
Email: Gerrykeenan@newrycityafc.co.uk
All concerns will be taken seriously and handled appropriately and confidentially.



Equality and Inclusion

Newry City AFC Academy welcomes and celebrates diversity. We do not tolerate discrimination in any form. Every player, regardless of their background, has the right to feel included, valued, and safe.


